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Just when you think we are still in summer, the next ski 
season is just around the corner.  I hope everyone has 
had a great summer so far.  There are some amazing 
events and travel opportunities being planned by the 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC). 
 
I just returned from a very productive and fun meeting 
for the National Ski Council Federation. The topics dis-
cussed are all relevant to the clubs and council. It was a 
great opportunity to meet the other councils from across 
the US and what the NSCF is doing to improve industry 
and council relationships. There were lively and spirited 
discussions about insurance, travel, social media, etc.  

Watch for a more in-depth article in the October newsletter. In the 
meantime, I would encourage all clubs to visit the NSCF website -- 
http://skifederation.org/ 
 
There will be raffle prizes and convention pins at the meeting. 
 
General meeting 
 
Reminder – We will have our general meeting on September 10 at 
the Englander Pub in San Leandro after our Summer hiatus. 
 
The general meeting is your opportunity to meet other Club reps, the 
latest information about the travel opportunities, upcoming events, and 
the events other clubs are planning. This is the time to start thinking 
about who you should nominate for your Club’s Man and Woman of the 
Year, and entering the FWSA Council newsletter, website, Charities, 
and History competitions. 
 
Club Reps, you can also pick-up the 2018-2019 FWSA membership 
cards at the general meeting 
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Travel 
Even though it is summer, do not forget to start 
planning your next travel trip by signing up for 
one of the following fantastic Bay Snow Sports 
Council (BAC) mini-trips: 
 
Visit www.skibac.org and www.fwsa.org for all of 
the details. You can also contact our fantastic 
travel director, Gail Burns.  Watch for additional 
trips from BAC. 
 
FWSA India Trip 
October 5-21, 2018 
FWSA Annual Ski & Snowboard Week - 
Steamboat Springs, CO - February 2-9, 2019.  
FWSA International Ski Week with pre and 
post trips to Niseko, Hakuba, Kyoto, Tokyo, 
Japan -    March 3 - 23, 2019 
Winter Park, CO Mini Trip 
March 24-29, 2019 
BVI Windjammer Trip 
May 19-26, 2019 
 
Upcoming Events 
In the coming months, we will have some fan-
tastic events that have become Bay Area Coun-
cil of Ski Clubs signature events. 

 
• Nov 5

th
 2018 – 10th Annual Winterfest Cel-

ebration Meeting at The Englander in San 
Leandro. We invite Club Presidents, BAC 
Reps & Travel Directors to this meeting. Due 
to limited space, we must stand fast on how 
many can represent each club. The evening 
will begin with a silent auction/travel carousel 
& raffle. Then we go into the next room for 
dinner and presentation of all winners. The 
popularity of this event continues to grow 
with our Industry Partners. There will be a 
flat rate (TBD) for everyone who attends 
this meeting. You will receive entrance, 1 
drawing ticket & dinner. 

 This is the Bay Area Council of Ski Club’s 
 event to attend. We are looking for volun-
 teers to help make this another successful 
 event. 

 
• October/November -- The SnowBomb 

Shows are going to be here soon! Oct 28-29 
at Santa Clara Convention Center and Nov 4
-5 at Pier 33 in San Francisco and The BAC 

will once again have a booth to share infor-
mation about our clubs and why people 
should become members. Cathy Wilson has 
created a great trifold template for clubs to 
use to promote their clubs at the ski shows. 
We will need some enthusiastic club mem-
bers to help out at the ski shows. Since this 
is a BAC Booth, please be sure to direct 
people to a club in their local area! 
 

Racing 
The racing season is also just around the cor-
ner. Start planning your pre-season training and 
exercise. 
Remember, racing is for everyone from begin-
ner to expert. All ages are welcome. 
Racing is a great way to meet other club mem-
bers. 
If you are interested in racing check the Open 
league and Singles league websites and your 
club racing team.  
Here's the 2019 race schedule – subject to 
change --  
Jan 19/20 - Alpine Meadows 
Feb 16 - Alpine Meadows TENTATIVE (may be 
a double race day, or some sort of FUN race 
day with Teams) 
Mar 2/3 - Alpine Meadows 
Championships -- TBD 
 
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/

openleagueracing/home 
Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html 
 

As always, I would like to thank all the volun-
teers and board members that contribute to the 
continuing success of the Bay Area SnowSports 
Council (BAC). 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your 
ideas, concerns, and suggestions. 
Remember Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
(BAC) is your Council. 
 
THINK SNOW and FUN 
 
Paul Vlasveld 
Bay Area SnowSports Council (BAC) President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

http://www.skibac.org
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BAC Membership Report 
By Benelia Terry BAC Membership Director 

 
Attention BAC Club members 
the BAC Membership Renewal 
Forms and Dues are now due. 
The annual renewal fee is 
$75.00. Several clubs have al-
ready responded to an email 
sent out in August. If you did-
n’t receive the email or had 
difficulty opening the attach-
ment, club representatives can find the infor-
mation on the BAC website, www.skibac.org 
and click on the Club Renewal link for the 2018-
2019 form and the PayPal link to submit pay-
ment. My information is on the form to send it to 
me. The renewal form and dues need to be re-
ceived by September 30, 2018. If you are in 
doubt about who completed the club’s form in 
the past, usually it is done by the BAC club rep-
resentative, send me an email and I will look up 
the information. 
 

Thank you to those clubs who have renewed 
and sent in their forms and dues. A list of paid 
clubs will be published in the October Newslet-
ter. 

 

 

 

 

INDUSTRY LIAISON REPORT  
 
Hello Skiers & Rid-
ers:  Daylight is growing shorter 
by the day.  No, it won’t entirely 
disappear, but it is a sign that “--
the seasons-- they are a chang-
ing--.”  What should we be do-
ing now or planning to do to 
keep, or to get us in shape for 
skiing or riding when the snow 
does start falling?  Here is what the “Last Fron-
tier Heliskiing Blog” has to say about it:  “Lots of 
people tend to spend this time of year getting in 
shape for ski season. They go to the gym or 
crossfit or whatever other ridiculous exercise re-
gime they think will help them get their ‘ski’ legs 
back. Last time I checked, the only way to get 
your ski legs back was, well, to go skiing. A lot. 
But be that as it may, I guess some people feel 
compelled. For myself, ski season preparation 
rarely has anything to do with exercise. First, 
working it out is silly. If you’re going to exercise, 
do something fun, don’t go sweat in a room full 
of people yelling at each other to do more dead 
lifts. Ride your bike. Go for a hike. Climb a 
mountain. Go surfing, paddling, play soccer, go 
kiting, walk the dog, run with the dog, go spe-
lunking…but do something fun. Spending sever-
al hours a week in a gym? I’d rather spend sev-
eral hours a week watching government pro-
ceedings.”  (Not to slight the snowboarders in 
our clubs, just substitute the word 
“snowboarder” for “skier.”  Now that I got your 
attention here is some real (non-fake) news:   
 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Norman Glickman 
BAC Industry Liai-

son 

SEPTEMBER 
(no events posted) 
 

OCTOBER 
(no events posted) 
 

NOVEMBER 
3-4  SnowBomb shows in San Francisco 
10-11 SnowBomb shows in Santa Clara 
 

THINGS TO COME 
 

For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar 
of Events] 

 
2019: 
2/2-9 FWSA Annual Ski Week at Steamboat 
 Springs, CO 
6/13-16 87th Annual FWSA Convention in Indian 
 Wells, CA 

Calendar of Activities 

Benelia Terry 
BAC Membership 



 

September, 2018 4    www.skibac.org 

The forecast released in early August, 2018 from 
the United States' Climate Prediction Center 
(CPC), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration shows a 70% chance of El Niño 
conditions developing during the 2018-2019 win-
ter season, reaching its peak during January-
February, 2019. According to NOAA, the 2018 -
2019 winter will kick-off with below average to 
equal chance of above average precipitation for 
the Pacific Northwest, the Northern Rockies and 
New England.  Colorado and the Southern 
Rockies should see above average precipitation 
to start the winter season. Temperatures are 
forecasted to be above average across the Unit-
ed States.  As you move deeper into the winter 
season the weather forecast from NOAA chang-
es. For the months of January, February and 
March, NOAA is calling for below average to 
equal chance of precipitation for most of the 
western ski resorts as well as the northeast. 
Temperatures are forecasted to be above nor-
mal. 
 
The hype surrounding an El Niño winter contin-
ues to grow.  Why do we care about El Nino? 
What and where is El Nino?  The water tempera-
ture in the central Pacific Ocean flips back and 
forth between warmer than average and cooler 
than average. 
 
La Nina means that water temperatures are 
cooler than average. El Niño means that water 
temperatures are warmer than average.  Ocean 
water temperatures across the world influence 
the tracks of winter storms. One area of ocean 
water temperature that has the greatest impact 
on winter storms in North America is the central 
Pacific Ocean. It is in this area that ocean water 
temperatures are monitored and the descriptive 
titles of El Nino or La Nina are given.  Thanks to 
decades of research, scientists now have a de-
cent ability to predict the strength of above nor-
mal ocean temperatures (El Nino) and below 
normal ocean temperatures (La Nina) months in 
advance based on departure of sea surface tem-
perature from normal.  
 
This means that even now in late summer, we 
are looking ahead to the temperature of the 
ocean during the upcoming winter, and it's these 

water temperatures that can influence the tracks 
of our winter storms.  El Niño was originally rec-
ognized by fishermen off the coast of Western 
South America in the 1600s, with the appear-
ance of unusually warm water in the Pacific 
Ocean which drove their typical fish catch further 
south to colder waters. 
 
The name El Niño, or 'Christ child', was chosen 
because these warm-water events happened to 
occur around the Christmas holiday. 
 
Final thoughts from by Meteorologist Joel Gratz 
(opensnow.com): 
‘There is a lot of hype about El Nino. Odds of an 
El Nino for this winter are high (70%), but that's 
not a guarantee.  If we do get a weak to moder-
ate El Nino, remember that this can actually 
mean below average or average snow condi-
tions for many areas of the United States. The El 
Nino hype is starting to grow as the forecast for 
an El Nino this Winter by the Climate Prediction 
Center continues.  A lot of the hype is still from 
the large precipitation totals from the 97/98 El 
Nino.  That was a very strong El Nino, but so 
was 15/16 and that hit the Pacific NW.  Not all El 
Ninos are wet for the state of CA.  And some of 
the largest and most destructive storms have oc-
curred in non-El Nino years.  Remember the two 
March 2018 storms (several resorts in Central 
California recorded over 50-inch snowfalls in 
each of these storms which saw huge snow 
dumps in a relatively short time frame)? Yet, re-
sorts in the Sierras averaged only 60% of normal 
precipitation for the entire season. Those 2 
storms were responsible for heavy snow falls 
that contributed to the loss of lives at several re-
sorts in California, including the backcoun-
try.  Taking the sum total of all precipitation from 
all El Nino events since 1950, we only have av-
erage precipitation amounts per event for most 
of CA. 
 
Why do we care about El Nino?  Ocean water 
temperatures across the world influence the 
tracks of winter storms.  One area of ocean wa-
ter temperature that has the biggest impact on 
winter storms in North America is the central Pa-
cific Ocean. This is the location of El Nino and 
La Nina. What exactly do these terms 
mean?   The water temperature in the central 
Pacific Ocean flips back and forth between 
warmer than average and cooler than average.   

BAC General Meeting 
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El Niño was originally recognized by fishermen 
off the coast of South America in the 1600s, with 
the appearance of unusually warm water in the 
Pacific Ocean.   Back then, water temperature 
off the west coast of Chile impacted the fishing 
industry (long before humans thought about ski-
ing and snowboarding), and inhabitants of the 
Southern Hemisphere were more concerned 
about where they were going to get their food, 
when a change in water temperature drove their 
typical fish catch to colder waters.  Odds of an 
El Nino for this winter are high (70%), but that's 
not a guarantee that we will see more snow, or 
precipitation in general. If we do get a weak to 
moderate El Nino, remember that this can actu-
ally mean below average or average snow con-
ditions for many areas of the United States. 
 
Let’s talk about the new IKON Pass products, 
a subject that is not hit or miss.  Definitely one of 
the most comprehensive season pass products 
ever available.  IKON Passes continue to get 
…….more IKONIC! 
They now include the following resorts from 
Utah and New Mexico. 
UTAH;  Solitude Mountain Resort:  IKON 
Pass: Unlimited ; IKON BASE Pass: Unlimited 
with blackout days. 
Brighton Resort: IKON Pass: 7 days 
(Unrestricted) ; IKON BASE Pass: 5 days with 
blackouts. 
NEW MEXICO:  Taos Ski Valley: IKON 
PASS:  Access 7 days with no blackout dates; 
IKON BASE PASS:  Access: 5 days (blackout 
dates apply) 
 
LATEST NEWS ON THE IKON PASSES:  This 
is a summary of California resorts covered un-
der the IKON and IKON BASE passes. Also in-
cluded is Steamboat, CO, the resort to be visit-
ed in the 2019 FWSA Ski Week and Winter 
Park, the resort to be visited in the 2019 mini ski 
week.  This information may help skiers and rid-
ers who participate in the various programs of-
fered by FWSA decide whether the IKON pass-
es will satisfy their needs.  I do not have any in-
formation on when or if prices will increase.   
IKON PASS:  Far West Resorts with Unlimited 
access:  Squaw Valley-Alpine Meadows, 
Mammoth Mountain, June Mountain and Big 
Bear Mountain plus Steamboat (FWSA 2019 

Ski Week) and Winter Park (FWSA 2019 Mini 
Trip).  Adult (Age 18+): $999, IKON Teen (Ages 
13-17): $819, Child (Ages 5-12): $549, Child (4 
and Under): $29, Eligible Military and College 
(Living in North America): $819.  
IKON PASS BENEFITS:  10 friends and family 
25% off window priced lift tickets.  15% off retail, 
food & beverage and lodging at select locations 
at each destination. Discounted access to CMH 
Heli-Skiing. 
IKON BASE PASS: Far West Resorts with UN-
LIMITED ACCESS (No Blackouts):  Big Bear 
Mountain and Winter Park (2019 Mini); UNLIM-
ITED ACCESS with BLACKOUTS:  Squaw Val-
ley-Alpine Meadows, Mammoth Mountain, June 
Mountain; LIMITED ACCESS (5 
days):  Steamboat (2019 Ski Week) 
Adult: (Age 18+): $699, Teen (Ages 13-17): 
$579, Child (Ages 5-12): $399 
Child (4 and Under): $29, Eligible military and 
college (Living in North America): $579.  IKON 
BASE PASS BENEFITS:  8 friends and family 
25% off window priced lift tickets (blackout days 
excluded).  10% off retail, food & beverage, and 
lodging at select locations at each destination. 
Discounted access to CMH Heli-Skiing. 
Next month I will cover the Vail Resorts EPIC 
Military passes. 
New Jersey will be home to first indoor ski 
slope in the Western Hemisphere:  According 
to an article I read that was floating around the 
internet, Indoor skiing on real (machine made) 
snow is coming to the Western Hemisphere. In 
March 2019, construction on the much-
anticipated American Dream Meadowlands 
complex is planned to come to a close, provid-
ing the public its first glimpse at the enormous 
entertainment destination, including a climate-
controlled indoor ski hill, located in East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey.  I am holding off on more de-
tails until I can confirm the timeline and status of 
this project. 
 
Urban Snow is an indoor ski and snowboard 
center and fitness facility coming to the Bay Ar-
ea. “We will make it possible for skiers and 
snowboarders to spend more time doing the 
sports they love. At Urban Snow you will be able 
to:  Ski and ride affordably, close to where you 
live and work; take a clinic or a lesson to build  
new skills; spend time on the slopes or at the 
gym with friends and family.”  They will accom-
plish this by using a moving carpet, similar to  

BAC General Meeting 
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one used by the Any Mountain store in Concord 
in the 1980’s, but with more advanced design 
and materials that have properties similar to 
snow.  Go to their website where you can see 
photos of their plan.   Note from editor:  They 
had a representative at the annual BAC Snow-
fest in 2017 who provided details to those in at-
tendance, CONTACT URBAN SNOW at: in-
fo@urbansnow.ski for more information. 
 
Big Sky Resort will soon be the first ski destina-
tion in North America to feature an eight-seater 
chair. Dubbed the Ramcharger 8, the high-speed 
mega lift will be the first of its kind in the world, 
featuring bubble chairs with heated seats and a 
high-resolution LED screen located at the lower 
terminal which will provide skiers with up-to-date 
mountain information.  Additionally, the 
Shedhorn lift, which is currently a double chair, 
will be replaced by a high-speed quad. Big Sky 
is also updating the Mountain Mall, adding fea-
tures like a large event venue, additional seating, 
an outdoor deck, and new dining options.  I men-
tion these upgrades because The FWSA ski 
week in the 2019-20 season will be at Big Sky.  
Heavenly Ski Resort, California is replacing 
the two-seater Galaxy lift with a three-person 
chair for the coming season. This upgrade will 
increase skier access to 400 acres of Heavenly’s 
intermediate terrain.  
Vail Resorts, Inc. (NYSE: MTN) and Telluride 
Ski & Golf recently announced that the Telluride 
Ski Resort will join the Epic Pass in a long-term 
alliance beginning with 2018-19 winter season, 
bringing the total to 46 mountain resorts for ski-
ers and snowboarders.  Epic Pass holders will 
receive seven days of skiing or snowboarding 
with no blackout dates at Telluride and 50% off 
lift tickets after the seven days have been re-
deemed.  Epic Pass holders can go direct to the 
lift with their pass at Telluride and avoid the tick-
et window. Telluride Season Pass holders and 
Telluride Ski & Golf Club members with full win-
ter benefits will receive 50% off lift tickets at all 
Vail Resorts owned mountain resorts. 
 
That’s all for now.  If you have any special re-
quest, get in touch with me at: industryliai-
son@skibac.org. 
 
Stay safe!   

Norm Glickman, Your Industry Liaison 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Travel Time 
 
Fall is fast approaching as we all 
enjoy these last days of summer. 
The Labor Day weekend will be 
chock full of great Art Fairs and lo-
cal Festivals all around the Bay Ar-
ea. The Kings Mountain & Sausali-
to Art Fairs have a long history of 
wonderful quality art and entertain-
ment.  
 
The IKON pass keeps getting bet-
ter with 30 ski resorts & counting! BAC Travel 
has been watching the new Utah IKON pass ad-
ditions closely. We are pleased to announce that 
our exclusive BAC Mini-Ski Week Trip to Utah 
will be from Thursday, February 28 to Monday, 
March 4th, 2019! You can ski at any of these 4 
great Utah resorts: Alta, Snowbird, Brighton and 
Solitude (all on IKON pass). Our Hotel accom-
modations are at the base of the Big & Little Cot-
tonwood Canyons with easy access via Ski 
Shuttles to all four resorts. There is an excellent 
Nordic Sports Center at Solitude via free shuttle 
for cross-country skiers. The Utah Mini-Ski Week 
Flyer will be sent out in mid-September & sig-
nups begin on September 25th with a $200 de-
posit. There will be 22 spots for BAC Club skiers 
available. Gail Burns will be the Trip Leader and 
Cathy Wilson is the Assistant Trip Coordinator.  
 
The BAC 2019 FWSA Ski Week to Steamboat 
Springs from February 2-9th is all booked up 
with 80+ skiers signed up! You can join the wait-
list if you are still interested in this trip. Please go 
to skibac.org and fill out the Trip Preference form 
with a deposit in order to be one of the first on 
our Waitlist. 
 
Hope you enjoy the last of our nice warm sum-
mer days & nights! 
 
Gail Burns 
BAC Travel Director 
 

BAC General Meeting 

Gail Burns 
BAC Travel 

Director 

mailto:industryliaison@skibac.org
mailto:industryliaison@skibac.org
http://skibac.org/
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    2018 Schedule 
Snowbomb is excited to kick off our 12th annual Ski and 

Snowboard Festival Season. 
 

Festival tickets go on sale August 31st, 2018 

San Francisco     Santa Clara   Sacramento  

Pier 35         Fair Grounds  Cal Expo 

NOV 3-4       NOV 10-11   NOV 17-18 

Free Lift tickets to Sierra-at-Tahoe, Bear Valley, China Peak, and a buy one get one free 

to Squaw Valley/Alpine Meadows! 
 

Along with a great selection of ski and snowboard gear, entertainment & ski and 

snowboard reps, when you attend the Snowbomb Ski and Snowboard Festivals you 

get the opportunity for killer lift ticket deals. Join us this fall for the 2018 Ski & 

Board Festivals! 
   

Festival tickets go on sale August 31st, 2018. 

 

www.snowbomb.com 
 



 

September, 2018 10    www.skibac.org 



 

September, 2018 11    www.skibac.org 

BAC and FWSA Benefit – From National Ski Council Federation 

Note this discount is available through Steamboat lodging as listed and not 
available with group contracts. 

NSCF Lodging Discount 

Here are the details of your NSCF discount. I have also 

included a link to a flyer so that you can easily share this 

benefit with your membership. 

NSCF Members SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% off your 

Steamboat lodging when you book your vacation rental 

with Mountain Resorts, Simply Steamboat, and Pioneer 

Ridge ... even when it's already on sale! 

Book direct using promo code NSCF1819 

This code is valid through April 20, 2019. 

Whether you want to take a trip with your family, or 

setup basecamp with a smaller group in a luxury chalet, we are happy to extend a special 

discount to all NSCF councils, clubs, and their members. 

NSCF STEAMBOAT LODGING BENEFIT FLYER   

* Promo code valid for individual reservations booked directly. Not available with group contracts. 

 

Whether you want to take a trip with your family, or setup basecamp with a smaller group in a luxury chalet, we are 

happy to extend a special discount to all members of NSCF councils and clubs. 

Larry Mashaw 

Vice President of Sales & Marketing 

Resort Group 

(970) 875-2828 

lmashaw@resortgroup.com 
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT PAUL VLASVELD 408-247-6472 bac.president@skibac.org 

PAST—PRESIDENT DENNIS HEFFLEY bac.pastpresident@skibac.org 

SECRETARY KAREN DAVIS bac.secretary@skibac.org 

TREASURER KEITH WILSON bac.treasurer@skibac.org 

MEMBERSHIP BENELIA TERRY bac.membership@skibac.org 

TRAVEL GAIL BURNS 650-255-7883 bac.travel@skibac.org 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS HARRY DAVIS bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org 

COMMUNICATIONS DENNIE WARREN 510-759-3415 bac.communications@skibac.org 

INDUSTRY LIAISON NORMAN GLICKMAN 530-906-4328 bac.industry@skibac.org 

Committee Directors                         

HISTORY MARY AZEVEDO 925-944-9816 bac.historian@skibac.org 

COMMUNITIES HARRY DAVIS 925-686-3774 bac.communities@skibac.org 

WEBMASTER JENN WILSON bac.webmaster@skibac.org 

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org 

League Officers 

SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT KARL SMITH bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org 

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING JOHN WALSH bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org 

OPEN LEAGUE RACING DEBI PHELPS bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org 

 

Website/Phone Numbers 

    BAC Web Site   skibac.org     

    BAC Newsletter email  bac.communications@skibac.org 

    Singles League Racing      slracing.org 

    Open League Racing  https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/ 

    Far West Ski—Association fwsa.org 

    Far West Ski—Racing  fwra.com 

    Web Cams on the Slopes magnifeye.com 

    Road conditions   800-427-7623 or skibac.org 

    Weather   nws.mbay.net/home.html 

    Natl Ski Council Fed  www.skifederation.org 

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/
http://www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides 
First with Safety Awareness 

 
 

Slogan sponsored by 

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
PO Box 5248 
San Jose, CA 95150 

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Englander 
Restaurant, 101 Parrot Street, San Leandro, CA (510) 357-3571 

  


