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As I prepare to go to Banff for the FWSA ski week, I am 
amazed at how much we have accomplished the past 
year. This is due to the hard work and dedication of the 
volunteers in this organization. This year will be just as 
exciting. 
 
General meeting 
 
February 12, 2018 –  
At the January meeting your president was elected to a 
second term.  It is an honor that you have chosen me 
to continue to lead this organization. 
 

During our February BAC general meeting, we begin the nomination 
process for all remaining elected BAC officers. All BAC elected offices 
are open for nominations. This process continues till our BAC general 
meeting in April when the elections are held. Please contact myself or 
any other BAC officers (complete contact list on 2nd to last page of this 
newsletter) with questions about any of the BAC elected offices. We 
also have a few appointed offices. In addition, if you want to volunteer 
to assist but not hold an office, we’d enjoy having you as a committee 
member! 
 
FWSA 2018 Convention – Reno, NV – The Atlantis – June 7-10, 
2018 
 
BAC will be the lead council along with the Sierra Council and the as-
sistance of the other councils for the 2018 FWSA convention to be held 
in Reno, NV at the Atlantis Casino resort (June 7-10, 2018). Sierra 
Council will assist with the optional activities. I will take on the role as 
the Council coordinator.  
 
Most of the convention tasks are done by the Convention staff versus 
the 2013 convention. 
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They need help with the following tasks as-
signed to the Council: 

1. Table decorations – I need a volunteer who 
is good at creating table decorations. The theme 
for the Convention is “High Sierra Stampede”. It 
is a western theme. 

2. Swag for the goodie bag.  The task is to get 
items for the participant convention bags. This 
can be little lights, bottle openers, etc. 

3. Hospitality Suite – We need about 4 volun-
teers to manage the Hospitality Suite for the var-
ious parties after the Fri Silent Auction, Saturday 
night party after the dinner, and the Sunday Eye 
opener. The task is to supply the Hospitality 
suite with food and drink. The volunteers can 
also stay in the suite. 
Volunteer Coordinator – This volunteer would 
manage the 75 volunteers. We have the volun-
teer spreadsheet. Marten Vandermeer from the 
Modesto Ski Club has graciously volunteered to 
be the Volunteer Coordinator. Thanks Martin. 
 

BAC Man & Woman of the Year 
 
Do not forget to enter your club’s Man & Woman 
of the Year to represent BAC as the Man or 
Woman of the Year at the FWSA convention. 
These are your club members who tirelessly 
give of themselves to keep your club vibrant and 
exciting. We will honor the club Man & Woman 
of the Year on Feb 22

th
 at Don Jose’s in Castro 

Valley. 
http://www.fwsa.org/MemberCorner/Programs/
program-mwofy.html 

 
FWSA Club Awards 

 
Also, consider entering the various Club Awards 
available at the upcoming Far West Ski Associa-
tion's 86th Annual Convention. The event takes 
place June 7 ~ 10, 2018 at the Atlantis Casino 
and Resort, Reno, NV.  The entry deadline for 
all awards is March 28, 2018. Here is the link to 
the awards program: http://www.fwsa.org/
MemberCorner/Programs/program-
communication.html 
 
Club Reps, you can pick-up the following at the 
general meeting: 

1.  FWSA membership cards at the general 
meeting. 

 2. Far West Skier Guide. 
 
Travel 
Do not forget to start planning your next travel 
trip by signing up for one of the following fantas-
tic Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) or 
FWSA mini-trips: 

FWSA also has several trips including an 
Alaska mini-trip in March. Here is the link 
for information about the mini-trip. http://
www.fwsa.org/Travel/NAski/2018-FWSA-
Alaska/2018-FWSA-Alaska.html 

BAC – Jasper mini-trip – after the FWSA Ski 
Week Banff trip. https://www.skibac.org/
travel 

Feb 10-13, 2018 
 
Upcoming events 

 
Aug 11

th
 – 13

th
 annual A’s Game – This is 

one of our most popular events. 
 

Racing 
 

The First Races will be on Feb 10-11 at Sugar 
Bowl.  Remember, racing is for everyone from 
beginner to expert. All ages are welcome.  Rac-
ing is a great way to meet other club members.  
If you are interested in racing check the Open 
league and Singles league websites and your 
club racing team. 
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/

openleagueracing/home 
Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html 
 
As always, I would like to thank all the volun-
teers and board members that contribute to the 
continuing success of the Bay Area Snow 
Sports Council (BAC). 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your 
ideas, concerns, and suggestions.  Remember 
Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is your 
Council. 
 
The mantra is – Keep the Snow coming 
 
Paul Vlasveld 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/home
https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/home
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BAC Club President and 
Representative Meeting 
The Englander – San Leandro 
January 8, 2018 
 
President Paul Vlasveld called the 
meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. and 
welcomed all in attendance.  In-
troductions all around.  FWSA 
membership cards and the new 
Skiers Guides are available at this meeting.   
 
Secretary:  Karen Davis – Harry Davis made a 
motion to approve meeting minutes of 12/4/17; 
seconded by Anne Wilburn.  Motion approved.      
 
NOMINATIONS for Office of President – 
Paul Vlasveld has been previously nominated 
as president.  No other nominations at this 
meeting.  All present approved another term for 
Paul Vlasveld as president. 
 
Public Affairs:  Harry Davis - The Council's 
Man and Woman of the Year is coming up.  Har-
ry reported this program is to honor those club 
members who go above and beyond.  Send all 
applications to Harry; candidates include their 
accomplishments during the last five years.  
Note that the FWSA points structure has been 
revamped for the Man/Woman program.  BAC 
has arranged a free dinner for honorees and 
one guest each to be held on Feb 22 in Castro 
Valley.  Each honoree has the option to com-
pete at BAC.  Send the names of honorees to 
Harry as soon as possible. 
 

FWSA Awards:  Details are in the BAC’s De-
cember newsletter.  Paul requested that all en-
tries be sent to him for the FWSA programs.  It 
has been determined that club entries for news-
letters will also include entries for website judg-
ing.  All awards entries are due by March 28, 
Wednesday.   
 
Communications:  Dennie Warren - Dennie 
has copies of the latest newsletter available.  
Dennie will submit BAC’s newsletter to the 
FWSA Awards program.  And the Directory is 
nearly complete. 
 
Website:  Cathy Wilson – The website has been 
updated.  Send photos about club events to 
Cathy for inclusion on the website.  Additionally, 
send feedback and comments to Cathy. 
 
Membership:  Cathy Wilson – Cathy reported 
that all member clubs have renewed except for 
Sno*Flakes. 
 
Travel:  Gail Burns – There are 51 going to 
Banff (trip is full) and 18 to Jasper. 
Gail will be participating in a FWSA Bike & 
Barge Fam trip March 24-31. 
FWSA has a planned trip to Alyeska and An-
chorage for the Iditarod Feb 25-Mar 4, 2018. 
FWSA has planned an International trip to Les 
Trois Vallees/Brides les Bains, with a post to 
Lyon, Beaune, and Paris beginning March 3-11, 
2018. 
The FWSA Ski Week is February 2-9, 2019 to 
Steamboat.  Paula will attend the Steamboat 
inspections March 24-27.   
FWSA is planning a Dive trip in September. 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

FEBRUARY 
3-10 FWSA Annual Ski Week Banff, Alberta, 
 Canada 
10-13 BAC Jasper extention 
22 BAC MWOY dinner 
 

MARCH 
(no events posted) 
 

APRIL 

(no events posted) 

 
THINGS TO COME 

6/7-10 FWSA 86th Annual Convention Atlantis  
    Resort, Reno, NV 

 
For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar 

of Events] 

Calendar of Activities 

Karen Davis 
BAC Secretary 
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FWSA 2018 - 86
th

 Annual Convention June 7-
10 in Reno, NV, by BAC and Sierra Councils at 
the Atlantis Hotel.  The theme is High Sierra.  
(1) Paul will order a vest, pins, and a cap so 
everyone can see the design and quality. 
(2) Volunteers are needed!  
* Someone is needed for table decorations for 
about 25 tables.  The decorations can be made 
and then transported to Reno. 
* Someone is needed to take care of goody 
bags and find items to put inside; Paul will order 
Clif bars. 
* About four volunteers are needed to manage 
the Hospitality suite for Fri night, Sat night, and 
the Sunday eye opener.  Cathy will handle the 
Man/Woman of Year party. 
* A Volunteer Coordinator is needed. 
 
Racing:  Two Open League races in January 
have been cancelled and rescheduled for Feb 
10-11. 
 
Industry Liaison:  Norm Glickman – Norm re-
ported that NSAA designated January as Bring a 
Friend Challenge under the Grow the Sport pro-
gram.  January is also Learn to Ski Month and 
Ski Safety Month.  NSAA designated World 
Snow Day as January 31.  SkiCalifornia.org is-
sued great information regarding ski/snowboard 
safety.  Take a Lesson Day at any of participat-
ing resorts on a specified date was successful in 
2017. 
 
Treasurer:  Keith Wilson – Keith noted the ac-
counts are up to date.  The Travel Insurance 
check is being paid and mailed. 
   
Communities:  Harry Davis – Harry suggests 
that clubs have an event to raise funds for young 
racers.  Send the funds to Far West Ski Founda-
tion. 
 
Club Events:   
Golden Gate Top of the Hill Gang is planning 
a week in Tahoe. 
Oakland Ski Club has 20 participants going to 
Mammoth the last week of January. 
Modesto Ski Club is involved with Snowfest ’18 
at Dodge Ridge on Feb 24.  The event benefits 
Society for disAbilities. 
 

The next BAC general meeting is February 12, 
2018 at The Englander. 
The next BAC Board meeting is January 15, 
2017 at The Englander. 
  
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn 
the meeting; adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Karen Davis, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Did You Know? – BAC Web-
Site Tips! 
By Cathy Wilson, co-Web-site Manager 
 

The Resources Page of the BAC 
website (www.skibac.org,) is a 
great “resource” for your clubs 
and members.  On that page, 
you can find links to Benefits for 
your club members, Marketing aids for your club 
and Safety information that you can use to make 
sure your members are safe on the ski/
snowboard slopes! The page also contains the 
most recent copy of the Far West Skiers Guide.  
Once you reach the Resources page, scroll 
down to find all the information. 

 

Far West Skiers Guide:   The most recent copy 
of the guide provides tons of information for the 
Western skier and boarder.   The Guide is avail-
able from your club’s BAC representative or at 
the BAC General Meeting.  However, using the 
BAC website provides your members with in-
stant access. 
 

Benefits: Benefits are provided through your 
club’s membership in BAC and include lodging, 
equipment and service deals in California and 
other states.  BAC belongs to both the Far West 
Ski Association (FWSA) and the National Ski  

BAC General Meeting 

Cathy Wilson 
Membership 
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Council Federation (NSCF) and is eligible for all 
the benefits available through links to their web-
sites. 
 
Marketing:  This section continues to be under 
development.  In the meantime, you can find 
templates that can be used to prepare your 
club’s marketing materials.  In addition, there 
are ideas for increasing your club’s membership. 
 
Safety:  This section contains information rang-
ing from the Skiers/Boarders Responsibility 
Code to information on safe driving to the 
slopes, what you need in your car kit, how to 
protect yourself from UV rays to tree well safety 
for those who like to ski/board off-piste and 
more. 
 
Please make sure your members know about 
the BAC website and Resources Page! 

Cathy Wilson 

Membership/Co-Website Mgr 

 

 

 

FWSA Councils’ Man and 
Woman of the Year Program – 
BAC 
Harry Davis, BAC Public Af-
fairs 
 
Deadlines 
All clubs should have sent the 
names of their honorees before the end of Jan-
uary, in other words, like NOW to Harry Da-
vis at harrykaren@comcast.net.    
  
Dinner/Reception 
On Thursday, February 22, the Bay Area Snow 
Sports Council (BAC) will honor all club Men 
and Women of the Year at a special dinner.  If 
your honoree so chooses they may also elect to 
be considered for BAC Man and Woman of the 
Year. For judging, BAC will use the FWSA form 
that focuses on the last five (5) years of accom-
plishments.  Forms from website www.fwsa.org 
should have already been completed and sent 
to me at harrykaren@comcast.net.   The candi-
dates will be interviewed individually during the 

dinner. Again, this is totally optional and sepa-
rate from the invitation to the dinner, but we 
hope your club will choose to participate.  
  
The BAC Man of the Year and Woman of the 
Year will represent the Bay Area Snow Sports 
Council at the Far West Convention in June in 
Reno.  
 

Contact Harry Davis (BAC 2018 Man/
Woman of the Year Contest Chairperson) at 925
-686-3774 or at harrykaren@comcast.net with 
any questions.  

 
Contest Time-Line: 
 

January 31, 2018 Nominations are due to 
BAC (Harry Davis), either 
by email (preferred), snail 
mail or FAX.  

February 22, 2018 A panel of BAC judges will 
personally interview the 
club Nominees. 

March 12, 2018 BAC Man and Woman of 
the Year will be an-
nounced at the BAC Gen-
eral meeting at The 
Englander. 

June 7-10, 2018 BAC Man and Woman of 
the Year will compete for 
the FWSA Councils’ Man 
and Woman of the Year at 
the 86

th
 Annual Far West 

Convention in Reno NV  
 
 
 
 

 

Travel Time: Small Ski Re-
sorts in the West 
 
With the ski season in full swing, 
the slopes can be quite crowded 
with skiers and boarders at 
most major ski areas.  Ask a 
local where the best powder 
snow can be found and you may be surprised 
that these small ski resorts are their "best kept" 
secret. If you seek a ski destination with no 
crowds, good snow and reasonable prices,  

BAC General Meeting 

Gail Burns 
Travel Director 

Harry Davis 
Communities/
Public Affairs 

mailto:harrykaren@comcast.net.
http://www.fwsa.org
mailto:harrykaren@comcast.net
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these smaller ski resorts could be your ticket to 
skiing bliss! 
 
The Powder Mountain ski resort in Logan, Utah 
insures minimal crowds by capping the number 
of day passes sold in a low density area with 
8,464 acres. It's only 55 miles north of Salt Lake 
City with an average of 500 inches that make for 
light dry powder days.  The Solitude Ski Resort 
in Big Cottonwood Canyon, 29 miles from Salt 
Lake City airport, is renowned for its uncrowded 
slopes and conditions to please all "powder 
hounds". Their old local motto was "their igno-
rance, your bliss"!  Since Deer Valley purchased 
Solitude in 2015, millions have transformed it 
into a European style village with wonderful ski-
in/ski-out accommodations. The neighboring re-
sort, Brighton, is interconnected with the Sol-
Bright joint lift ticket so there are two resorts to 
explore.  The Solitude Nordic Center offers 
snowshoeing, skate and classic cross-country 
skiing on tracked ski trails.  One of my favorite 
ski memories was cross country skiing in Bright-
on during a full moon with the snow glistening in 
the moonlight. 
 
Colorado is home to more than two dozen ski 
resorts but you may want to head up the locals’ 
resort Eldora Mountain Resort near Boulder. 
Eldora has long runs and elevations over 
10,000 feet. The 680-acre Eldora plans to add a 
high-speed, six-passenger chairlift this winter, 
with a ride time of less than five minutes. Mind-
ful of its entrepreneurial clientele, the resort is 
adding free Wi-Fi in its two base lodges. Local 
Coloradans appreciate Arapahoe Basin, just 
over 60 miles west of Denver, for its extremely 
long season, running October to June. This 
year, Arapahoe Basin is introducing 468 skiable 
acres, bringing the resort to 1,400 acres. 
 
My final pick of small resorts is Big Sky Resort near 
Bozeman, Montana. Their uncrowded runs spread 
across 5,800 acres. But don't wait too long because 
Big Sky's new 10-year, $150-million plan aims to 
raise its profile by modernizing all of its lifts. With its 
northern location, the snow conditions are sure to 
please the powder seeking skiers & boarders. 
 
Hope you are enjoying the ski season!  
 
Gail Burns, Travel Director 

 

Hello Skiers and Board-
ers: 
There is a load of news to re-
port:  Let’s start out with the 
weather.  The Tahoe basin 
and Sierra Nevada moun-
tains did get a cold storm, 
which was really needed, 
during January 24-25.   They have the best cov-
erage they have seen this season. Unfortunate-
ly, the snow fall tapered off toward the Central 
and Southern Sierras, and snowfalls tapered off 
when it reached Bear Valley, Dodge Ridge, Yo-
semite Ski and Board and China 
Peak.  Yosemite Ski & Snowboard has not yet 
opened for the season posting the following 
message on their website: “Yosemite Ski & 
Snowboard Area has not opened for the sea-
son. The ski area opening is dependent on 
snow, so keep doing those snow dances! A typi-
cal season runs mid-December to late March.” 
Dodge Ridge posted the following message on 
their website:  “Beginning Saturday, February 
3rd, due to unseasonably warm temperatures 
and lack of additional natural snowfall in the 
forecast, Dodge Ridge's lift operations will be on 
temporary hold for the next 10 - 14 days while 
we wait for Mother Nature to deliver the next 
storm--”.   China Peak continues to stay opti-
mistic about operations: “We are open 9AM-
4PM with Chair 6 serving Sundown Ridge to 
lower Academy for low intermediate to higher 
level abilities; a jib line for park enthusiasts is 
set up on Sundown. Surface conditions should 
be quite good, freshly groomed. We also have 
our beginner area open in great shape served 
by our longest moving carpet-----.”  The long-
term forecast is looking at the current dry spell 
to last for at least thru the middle of February 
before there will be a change in the weather pat-
tern.  The resorts in the Lake Tahoe and North-
ern Sierras, as well as Mammoth Mountain, are 
faring much better than those on the western 
slopes of the Central Sierras. If you plan to visit 
resorts in the Central Sierra, like Bear Valley, 
Dodge Ridge, Yosemite Ski and Snowboard 
and China Peak, call ahead for the latest condi-
tions. If you want to see what’s doing at the re-
sort you want to visit, but you don’t trust the 
snow report, check out the video cams of the 
resort(s) you want to visit and get a live view of 
conditions.  Below are links to the video cams of  

BAC General Meeting 

Norman Glickman 
BAC Industry Liaison 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Big+Cottonwood+Canyon,+29&entry=gmail&source=g
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all resorts from Mammoth to Lake Tahoe:  
Bear Valley:  https://www.bearvalley.com/webcams/  
Boreal Resort:  http://www.rideboreal.com/the-
mountain/webcams/mountain 
China Peak:  http://www.skichinapeak.com/webcam/
index.html 
Diamond Peak:  https://www.diamondpeak.com/
mountain/mountain-cam 
Donner Ski Ranch:  http://
webcams.donnerskiranch.com/dsr/webcams 
Heavenly Mountain: https://www.skiheavenly.com/
the-mountain/mountain-conditions/mountain-
cams.aspx 
Kirkwood Resort: https://www.kirkwood.com/the-
mountain/mountain-conditions/mountain-cams.aspx 
Mammoth Mountain:https://
www.mammothmountain.com/winter/mountain-
information/cams 
Mount Rose:  http://skirose.com/the-mountain/web-
cams/ 
Northstar:https://www.northstarcalifornia.com/the-
mountain/mountain-conditions/mountain-cams.aspx 
Soda Springs Resort:  http://
www.skisodasprings.com/the-mountain/conditions-
weather  
Squaw/Alpine:http://squawalpine.com/skiing-riding/
weather-conditions-webcams/lake-tahoe-webcams 
Sugar Bowl: http://www.sugarbowl.com/webcams 
Tahoe Donner:  http://www.tahoedonner.com/
community/webcams/ 
Yosemite Ski and Snowboard: http://
www.travelyosemite.com/winter/yosemite-ski-
snowboard-area-webcam/ 
 
More industry news: 
--Vail Resorts, Inc. and Telluride Ski & Golf jointly 
announced that Telluride Ski Resort will join the Epic 
Pass in a long-term alliance beginning with the 2018
-19 winter season.  More information will be coming 
out. 
--KSL/Aspen Skiing Consolidation’s New Name: 
A few months ago I reported on the joint purchase of 
Mammoth Mountain Resort, Intrawest's six resorts 
and more recently Deer Valley, by KSL Capital Part-
ners (owner of Squaw Valley-Alpine Meadows) and 
the Aspen Skiing Co. (owner of Aspen Mountain, 
Snowmass, Buttermilk, Aspen Highlands). This new 
conglomerate now has a name: “Alterra Mountain 
Company”. (Refer to the Industry Liaison columns in 
the May and September 2017 newsletters for the 
history of this venture.)  Alterra Mountain Co. now 
owns in addition to the above resorts: Steamboat 
and Winter Park in Colorado; Mount Tremblant in 
Quebec, Vermont’s Stratton Mountain, plus Blue 
Mountain, Ontario, Canada, Snowshoe Mountain, 
West Virginia, and a Canadian helicopter ski opera-

tion, Canadian Mountain Holidays, Alberta.  Many 
readers are asking if Alterra will be offering a com-
bined season pass similar to Vail Resort’s Epic 
pass?  The answer is Yes.  The new Alterra Moun-
tain Co. will be offering the “Ikon Pass,” a blend of 
limited and unlimited skiing across 23 resorts in nine 
states and three Canadian provinces. The Ikon Pass 
will include resorts it owns, such as Squaw-Alpine, 
Mammoth Mountain Resorts, Deer Park and the for-
mer Intrawest resorts.  In addition, it will also include 
“partner resorts” not owned by Alterra, including Wy-
oming’s Jackson Hole, and Utah’s Alta and Snow-
bird resorts, Killington, VT, Loon Mountain, NH, Sun-
day River, ME, etc. It is not clear how much skiing or 
riding at the partner resorts will be offered and under 
what restrictions.  Also, pricing was not dis-
closed.  For the latest information on this pass, in-
cluding all resorts that will be covered, go to 
“Ikonpass.com.”  (There is a question on the noticea-
ble omission of Aspen Skiing Co.’s 4 resorts from 
the pass.) 

Warren Miller:  On a sad note, one of the premier 
producers of ski movies, Warren Miller, passed away 
on January 24, 2018 at the age of 93 at his home 
near Seattle, Washington.  He founded the  Warren 
Miller Entertainment  film company about 40 years 
ago.  Many of you have seen his films as they went 
on tour in late October into November to kick off the 
snow season.  His films were not only entertaining, 
but they had the effect of pumping up an audience 
for the upcoming season.  Go to http://
www.skinet.com/warrenmiller/ to see a tribute being 
made to Warren Miller. 

2018 Winter Olympics: Many of you already know that 
PyeongChang, South Korea will be hosting The 2018 
Winter Olympics from February 9th to the 25th, 2018.     
 
U.S. Winter Olympic team competitors from California and 
Nevada in the skiing and snowboard categories include: 
Skiing: Bryce Bennett, Squaw Valley, Calif.; Mark Engel, 
Truckee, Calif.; Tim Jitloff, Reno, Nev.; Stacey Cook, 
Mammoth Lakes, Calif.; David Wise, Reno, Nev.; Maddie 
Bowman, South Lake Tahoe, Calif.; and Brita Sigourney, 
Carmel, Calif.  Snowboarding: Shaun White, Carlsbad, 
Calif.; Jamie Anderson, South Lake Tahoe, Calif.; Kelly 
Clark, Mammoth Lakes, Calif.; Chloe Kim, Torrance, Ca-
lif.; Hailey Langland, San Clemente, Calif.; and Maddie 
Mastro, Wrightwood, Calif.  For more information about 
the schedule of events go to:  “https://
www.pyeongchang2018.com/en/schedule”. 
 
That’s the latest industry news for now.  Enjoy your day 
and get out on the snow! 
 
Norm Glickman, Your Industry Liaison 

BAC General Meeting 
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http://www.travelyosemite.com/winter/yosemite-ski-snowboard-area-webcam/
http://www.travelyosemite.com/winter/yosemite-ski-snowboard-area-webcam/
https://www.skimag.com/ski-resort-life/stratton-mountain
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/01/11/alterra-mountain-ksl-capital-partners-aspen-skiing-co/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/01/11/alterra-mountain-ksl-capital-partners-aspen-skiing-co/
https://www.facebook.com/WarrenMillerEntertainment/
https://www.facebook.com/WarrenMillerEntertainment/
http://www.skinet.com/warrenmiller/
http://www.skinet.com/warrenmiller/
https://www.pyeongchang2018.com/en/schedule
https://www.pyeongchang2018.com/en/schedule


 

February, 2018 8    www.skibac.org 

Oakland Ski Club’s Innovative Approach for Increasing Membership 
By Bob Pennell, Oakland Ski Club 
 

 
Gwendolyn & Erica Roman & Bob Pennell 

 
Some clubs have been experiencing membership declines over the past several years. In contrast the Bay Area population 
has more than doubled over the last couple of decades. One would be tempted to attribute membership declines to the ad-
vent of ski leases and AirBnb. After years of struggling with posters in gyms, setting up booths at ski swaps, attempting to 
entice folks who come to events like Snow Bomb, and of course the traditional referrals of families and friends, none of these 
had done more than barely replace the members lost to attrition. 
 
The answer? There is no one thing. Improve the web site. Done. No change. Put up signs near our lodge. Done. No change. 
Make improvements to our lodge. Much effort but still no change. 
  
When riding the chairs and speaking to people about my club, the usual response from them was a blank stare, followed by 
the question: What's a ski club? While I've done my best to educate several dozen fellow lift riders, I came to the conclusion 
that the problem of dwindling membership lies more to the fact that skiers and snowboarders simply are unaware that ski 
clubs exist at all let alone the benefits that they convey. 
  
Then two years ago, while recruiting at a ski sale, I ran into a member of a fly fishing club and he urged me to go look at the 
nearby street fair that day. He claimed that his club gained at least 6 new members each year from the fair. That street fair 
was the Solano Stroll in Berkeley/Albany. While the ski sale was attracting dozens of skiers, few were much interested in the 
club. The Solano Stroll by contrast had over 100,000 in attendance. I was too late for that day but the following year we set 
up a booth at the fair, and saw hundreds of people stop by (most of which had never heard of ski clubs). While very few 
signed up on the spot, over time our membership was boosted and we reached our goal of 25 new members by the end of 
this past season (a year ahead of schedule). 
 
Now not all of those members came exclusively from our presence at the fair. The referrals from current members and their 
friends, visitors to our web site, and of course a great snow season all contributed to the boost in numbers. This summer and 
fall we attended 4 street fairs and our tireless membership chair has had her hands full with requests for information and 
many new applications. 
But it really is a numbers game. Dozens at ski swaps vs tens of thousands at street fairs.  Is that all there is? Of course not. 
Knowing what makes your club special and being able to communicate that to others is vital. If there was one thing I was 
asked over and over by people I encountered it was: Why should I join? How does being a member benefit me? You need to 
be ready to answer those and other questions.  
 
As it happened the Solano Stroll also had a policy of no brochures so as to cut down on litter and clean up. But since busi-
ness cards were OK, we condensed the most basic facts about our club and the answers to the questions we had encoun-
tered over and over again and put them on the back of our cards. People loved them. They could tuck them away quickly 
and not easily lose them. They also liked that the most important things they wanted to know were right there. The serious 
ones checked out our website to get more information. The process, of course, is slow. Nothing is overnight.  
 
We plan to be at the Solano Stroll again this September, and hope to see you there as well. Street fairs happen though out 
the summer and early fall all over the Bay Area. Most registrations are $75 - $150 and are best made at least 2 to 3 months 
ahead of time. Google your local street fairs for more information. If you have more questions on how to get started I'd be 
happy to share my experiences with you. For now I'm off to Mammoth with the club for some great skiing. 
 
Think Snow! 
 
(NOTE: look for a sample copy of Oakland’s card on the BAC Website (www.skibac.org)) 

http://www.skibac.org)
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT PAUL VLASVELD 408-247-6472 bac.president@skibac.org 

PAST—PRESIDENT DENNIS HEFFLEY bac.pastpresident@skibac.org 

SECRETARY KAREN DAVIS bac.secretary@skibac.org 

TREASURER KEITH WILSON bac.treasurer@skibac.org 

MEMBERSHIP CATHY WILSON bac.membership@skibac.org 

TRAVEL GAIL BURNS 650-255-7883 bac.travel@skibac.org 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS HARRY DAVIS bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org 

COMMUNICATIONS DENNIE WARREN 510-759-3415 bac.communications@skibac.org 

INDUSTRY LIAISON NORMAN GLICKMAN 530-906-4328 bac.industry@skibac.org 

Committee Directors                         

HISTORY MARY AZEVEDO 925-944-9816 bac.historian@skibac.org 

COMMUNITIES HARRY DAVIS 925-686-3774 bac.communities@skibac.org 

WEBMASTER JENN WILSON bac.webmaster@skibac.org 

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org 

League Officers 

SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT KARL SMITH bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org 

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING JOHN WALSH bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org 

OPEN LEAGUE RACING DEBI PHELPS bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org 

 

Website/Phone Numbers 

    BAC Web Site   skibac.org     

    BAC Newsletter email  bac.communications@skibac.org 

    Singles League Racing      slracing.org 

    Open League Racing  https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/ 

    Far West Ski—Association fwsa.org 

    Far West Ski—Racing  fwra.com 

    Web Cams on the Slopes magnifeye.com 

    Road conditions   800-427-7623 or skibac.org 

    Weather   nws.mbay.net/home.html 

    Natl Ski Council Fed  www.skifederation.org 

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/
http://www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides 
First with Safety Awareness 

 
 

Slogan sponsored by 

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
PO Box 6480 
San Jose, CA 95150 

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Englander 
Restaurant, 101 Parrot Street, San Leandro, CA (510) 357-3571 

  


