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The last couple of months have been very busy for the 
Council with the various activities, trips, and honoring 
our clubs for their outstanding volunteers. 
 

General meeting 
 
Date: April 9, 2018 ï  General meeting begins at 
7:30pm 
 
I am looking for ideas from the clubs for presentations 
and other activities we can showcase at the general 
meetings. I would like to spice up the meetings to en-
courage more of the clubs to come to the meetings. I 

will entertain any ideas to help increase the participation at the general 
meetings. I am sure each club has the same issue with the lack of par-
ticipation at club meetings. 
 
Club Reps, you can pick-up the following at the general meeting: 

мΦ  FWSA membership cards at the general meeting. 
нΦ  Far West Skier Guide. 
 

Council Elections 
 
During the April 9, 2018 BAC General Council Meeting we will hold the 
final nominations and then vote for all elected offices of the Bay Area 
Snow Sports Council Board of Directors. Currently we have two (2) 
positions without nominees. I know a number of you who would be in-
terested.  Please contact myself or anyone one else on the current 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council with any questions. We also have a 
few Appointed Offices. In addition, if you want to volunteer to assist 
but not hold an office, weôd enjoy having you as a committee member! 
 

2018 FWSA Convention 

 
The 2018 FWSA Convention will be co-hosted by BAC and Sierra Councils. The  
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2018 FWSA convention will be held in Reno, NV at the 
Atlantis Casino.  The dates will be June 7-10, 2018.  For 
those who will be attending the 2018 convention, we will 
be looking for some help with some of the convention ac-
tivities. The convention does not happen without the help 
of all the volunteers. We will keep the time commitment to 
a minimum so that you can have fun at the convention. I 
want to thank Castro Valley to volunteering to create the 
table decorations and Jeannine Davis for taking on the 
mantle of volunteer coordinator. I will be managing the 
hospitality suite. We are looking for volunteers to help at 
registration, and the hospitality suite. Since BAC is one of 
the hosting Councils, I would like to encourage all club 
members to attend. There are some great optional events, 
snowsports breakout session on how to keep your mem-
bers, how to get volunteers, etc. The Friday night silent 
auction allows you to bid on trips and other items donated 
by the industry partners. BAC always has a large contin-
gent attending the convention.  There are also incentives 
for clubs to have members attend the convention. 
 

FWSA Club Awards 
 

Also, consider entering the various Club Awards available 
at the upcoming Far West Ski Associations 86th Annual 
Convention. The event takes place June 7-10, 2018 at the 
Convention Center in Reno, NV.  The entry deadline for all 
awards is April 7, 2018. Here is the link to the awards pro-
gram: http://www.fwsa.org/MemberCorner/Programs/
programs.html 
However, any club that still wants to submit their newslet-
ter or website contact me directly before April 6.  
 

BAC Man & Woman of the Year 
 
It is my honor to congratulate the 2018 BAC Man and 
Woman of the Year. Both have made major contributions 
to their club and Council. 
 Nikki Rubio ï Rusty Bindings 
 Brian Burgess ï Inskiers 
 

Travel 
 

Do not forget to start planning your next travel trip by sign-
ing up for one of the following fantastic trips this year and 
next year: 
BAC mini-trip 2019 ï Park City, Taos, Steamboat? 
Stay tuned. 

FWSA Annual Ski Week ï We will be taking deposits 
for the Steamboat Ski week February 2 ï 9, 2019 

http://www.fwsa.org/Travel/NAski/naski.html 
 

86
th
 Annual FWSA Convention 

 
The 2018 Far West Ski Association Convention, June 7-
10, in Reno, NV is open for registration. It should be an 
exciting and fun convention. You can now register by 
downloading and sending in a form or register online and 
pay through Paypal. All of the registration materials are 
located on the web site. See the flyer in this monthôs 
newsletter.  

http://www.fwsa.org/Conventions/conventions.html 
 

Club Activities 
 
Rusty Bindings ï April 21 ï Spring Banquet -- http://
www.rustybindings.com 
Castro Valley ï Checkout their travel trips to Morocco, 
Iceland this year -- http://www.cvskiclub.org/ 
Snowchasers ï April 30 --  End of the Season Pizza Party 
-- http://snowchasers.org/ 
Modesto Ski Club ï May 13 ï Horse races at Golden Gate 
Fields, JuneðKayaking and BBQ -- http://
modestoskiclub.com/ 
 

Upcoming events 
 

¶ 13
th
 annual Aôs Game ï Look for upcoming announce-

ments for the 13
th
 Annual BAC Tailgate BBQ/Oakland 

Aôs Baseball Game & Fireworks Show. Proceeds ben-
efit Achieve Tahoe (DSUSA). 
Date: August 11, 2018 ï to be confirmed. 
Cost: TBD. 
You can sign-up one of two ways: 
1. Club ï Purchase a block of seats. Encourage your 
club members to sign-up as a group so the club can 
sit together. 
2. Individual ï Pay by Paypal thru the Paypal link at 
the website when the event is published on the web-
site. 

 
Racing 

 
The racing season has just completed another successful 
year. We missed 3 races due to too much snow or not 
enough snow. The final racing event will be the Far West 
Racing Championships at Mammoth April 6-8.  This is the 
opportunity for our leagues to show how we can be the 
best over all the other councils in FWSA. 
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/
openleagueracing/home 

Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html 

 
As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers and 
board members that contribute to the continuing success 
of the Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC). 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas, 
concerns, and suggestions. 
 
Remember Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is your 
Council. 
 
The mantra is ï Ski on 4

th
 of July. That might be tough this 

year (Mammoth??) 
 
Paul Vlasveld 
 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
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BAC Club President and Representative 
Meeting 
The Englander ï San Leandro 
March 12, 2018 
 
President Paul Vlasveld called the 
meeting to order at 7:55 p.m. and 
welcomed all those in attend-
ance.  Introductions all around.   
 
Nominations for BAC Officers:   
All nominations will be opened at the April 
general meetings with election at the April 9 
general meeting. 
Nominations were opened for BAC Secretary.  
Norm Glickman nominated Karen Davis, who 
accepted the nomination.  There were no further 
nominations.  Harry Davis moved to close nomi-
nations.   
Nominations were opened for BAC Public Af-
fairs.  Dave Meinhardt nominated Harry Davis, 
who accepted the nomination.  There were no 
further nominations.  Karen Davis moved to 
close nominations.   
Nominations were opened for BAC Communi-
cations.  Benelia Terry nominated Dennie War-
ren, who accepted the nomination.  There were 
no further nominations.  Harry Davis moved to 
close nominations.   
Nominations were opened for BAC Travel Di-
rector.  Anne Wilburn nominated Gail Burns.  
Paul will contact Gail regarding her acceptance.  
There were no further nominations.  Harry Davis 
moved to close nominations. 
Nominations were opened for BAC Membership 
Director.  There were no nominations.  Harry 
Davis moved to close nominations.   
Nominations were opened for BAC Treasurer.  

Harry Davis nominated Keith Wilson, who ac-
cepted the nomination.  Karen Davis moved to 
close nominations.   
Nominations were opened for BAC Industry Li-
aison.  Harry Davis nominated Norm Glickman, 
who accepted the nomination.  Benelia Terry 
moved to close nominations; 
Marketing is appointed and vacant at this time. 
Communities is appointed and the position has 
been held by Harry Davis.  
All Nominations were closed and will be reo-
pened April 9, with the election following. 
 
Public Affairs:  Harry Davis - The Councilsô 
Man and Woman of the Year BAC dinner and 
competition was held Feb 22 in Castro Valley.  
This FWSA program is sponsored by Big White.  
Honorees from BAC clubs include: 
 Inskiers ï Denise Guaraglia and Brian 
 Burgess 
 Rusty Bindings ï Nikki Rubio 
 San Francisco ï Cathy Otto 
 Snowchasers ï David Cunningham 
The BAC Man of the Year is Brian Burgess 
and the BAC Woman of the Year is      Nikki 
Rubio.  Nikki was present at this meeting and 
was awarded a plaque and warmly   applauded 
by all. 
 
FWSA 2018 - 86

th
 Annual Convention June 7-

10 in Reno NV, by BAC and Sierra Councils at 
the Atlantis hotel.  The theme is High Sierra.  
(1) Table Decorations will be taken care of by 
Castro Valley Ski Club. 
(2) FWSA Awards ï entry deadline for all 
awards is March 28.  Send Communications en-
tries and other Awards entries to Paul Vlasveld.  
Paula and Jo Simpson have received submis- 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

APRIL 
(no events posted) 
 

MAY 
(no events posted) 
 

JUNE 
7-10 FWSA 86th Annual Convention Atlantis  
    Resort, Reno, NV 

 

THINGS TO COME 
 

 
For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar 

of Events] 

Calendar of Activities 

Karen Davis 
BAC Secretary 
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sions and have gathered several volunteers as 
judges.  Outstanding Club is a separate entry.  
FWSA awards, i.e., Safety, Environment, and 
Western Ski Heritage are separate entries.  
(3) Volunteers are needed for Registration.   
(4) FWSA has mailed packages to all club pres-
idents. 
(5) The Hospitality suite needs a volunteer; the 
bedroom in the suite will be at no cost to the vol-
unteer.   
 
Travel:  Gail Burns ï  
(1) Reports from travelers were that the Ski 
Week to Banff was fantastic.  Banff Springs of-
fered the most wonderful service at that hotel!  
The Jasper Ice Walk was beautiful! 
(2) The FWSA 2019 Ski Week is February 2-9, 
2019 to Steamboat.  Pricing should be availa-
ble in April and Gail will send information to all 
as to deposits and prices. 
(3) Gail will be participating in a FWSA Bike & 
Barge Fam trip March 24-31. 
(4) FWSA has planned a mini-trip to Winter 
Park. 
(5) BAC is considering a mini-trip to Taos. 
(6) FWSA is planning a Dive trip in September. 
 
Secretary:  Karen Davis ï Harry Davis made a 
motion to approve meeting minutes of 2/12/18; 
seconded by Dennie Warren.  Motion approved.      
 
Communities:  Harry Davis ï Harry thanked 
Alan Hurley and Southbay Ski Club for their do-
nation to Achieve Tahoe.  His report is in the 
newsletter.  Harry asked all clubs to consider 
their clubôs involvement with their community 
service and with charities.   
The Aôs game is scheduled for August, with ben-
efits to Achieve Tahoe. 
 
Communications:  Dennie Warren ï Copies of 
the March newsletter are available.   
 
Website:  Cathy Wilson ï The website is cur-
rent and easier to navigate.  All agreed that it is 
a great job and thanks to Cathy and Jenn.  Sub-
mit photos and club info to Cathy for inclusion 
on the website. 
 
Membership:  Cathy Wilson ï no report 

 
Treasurer:  Keith Wilson ï Keith reported that 
accounts are up to date. 
 
Industry Liaison:  Norm Glickman ï Norm re-
ported on the new IKON Pass, with two levels of 
use, that can be purchased by April 9 for $899 
unlimited use for adults.  The Pass includes 
Squaw/Alpine, Mammoth, Steamboat, Winter 
Park, and others.  Alterra is a combined con-
glomerate of formerly KSL, Mammoth, and As-
pen.  The Mountain Collective Pass has op-
tions and includes two days at various resorts.  
There isnôt much early info about the MAX 
Pass.  The EPIC Pass is for Vail Resorts.  Norm 
recommends that each skier choose a pass that 
fits a favorite resort and pattern of skiing days.  
For a complete description of both the IKON and 
IKON BASE Passes, refer to the Industry Liai-
son column in the March, 2018 BAC Newsletter. 
Safety is very important this year.  Lots of snow 
in a short time over hard pack can create dire 
problems.  Stay away from tree wells and cov-
ered creek beds ï both have soft snow over air.   
 
Racing:  The next Open League races will be 
March 24 and 25.  Races were successfully held 
on March 10 and 11.  FWRA Finals will be held 
at Mammoth on April 6-8. 
 
Club Events: 
-Singles League Racey Affair will be held 
March 24. 
-NBS -National Brotherhood of Skiers held the 
annual Summit on March 3-10 at Squaw Val-
ley.  There were about 1500 skiers and the old-
est racers were in the 80-99 category.  
-Modesto Ski Club will have a Ski Day at Bear 
Valley on March 22. 
 
  
The next BAC general meeting is April 9, 2018 
at The Englander. 
The next BAC Board meeting is March 19, 2018 
by teleconference. 
  
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn 
the meeting; adjourned at 9:03 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Karen Davis, Secretary 

BAC General Meeting 
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Did You Know? ï BAC Web-
Site site Tips! 
By Cathy Wilson, co-Web-site 
Manager 
 
There are two sections of the 
BAC Website that (and Iôm 
guessing) probably donôt get a 
lot of visitors, but still contain 
some interesting information.  The first one is 
the About section (see below.)  This section 
contains information on BAC, itself, including the 
BAC Vision, Affiliations, a link to the BAC officer 
list and a link to the very interesting History of 
BAC, written by Mary Azevedo (BAC Historian.)  
The History of BAC received the Far West Ski 
Association (FWSA) 2016 History Award.  All 
clubs are eligible for this award.  Visit the 
www.fwsa.org Awards section to find out how to 
apply for it. 

 
The second section to check out is our Spon-
sors section ï this section contains links to 
those business that have supported BAC 
events, such as the annual BAC Winterfest 
which usually occurs at the General Meeting in 
November.  Just click on the logos to get to the 
websites.  Please support our Sponsors when-
ever possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello Skiers and Riders:   
 
The 2017-18 ski and snowboard 
season is winding down with the 
best conditions of the sea-
son.  The FWRA finals will be 
taking place when you read 
this.  Lots of snow fell in the 
Northern and Central Sierras and also in the 
Southern California resorts during March. The 
Sierra resorts surely needed a good dumping 
after a very quiet February--in fact, a mostly qui-
et snow season up to that point.   We will talk 
more about what impact the March storms had 
on skiing/riding when so much snow falls during 
a short time frame.  But first, here are the tenta-
tive closing dates of Northern and Central Sierra 
Nevada plus Tahoe resorts:  April 8:  Dodge 
Ridge, Kirkwood; April 15: Diamond Peak, 
Homewood, Mt. Shasta, Northstar, Sugar Bowl, 
Tahoe Donner; April 22: Bear Valley, Boreal Re-
sort, Heavenly, Sierra At Tahoe, Ski China 
Peak, Soda Springs;  May 26:  Mammoth Moun-
tain;  May 27: Donner Ski Ranch, Squaw Valley/
Alpine Meadows; May 28: Mt. Rose. 
 
The above information was taken from 
ñonthesnow.com.ò  And, of course, these dates 
are subject to change. 
 
Last month I covered the IKON Pass products 
that Alterra Mountain Company introduced for 
the 2018-19 snow season.  Vail Resorts also 
announced an expanded product of its own.  
Here is the season pass line-up from Vail Re-
sorts, including 2 new EPIC Pass products: Epic   
Military Active Duty/Retired:  For active/retired  

BAC General Meeting 

Cathy Wilson 
Website Co-Mgr 

Norman Glickman 
BAC Industry Liai-

http://www.fwsa.org
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(20+ years of service) Military personnel and 
dependents: Adult (18+) and Child (5-17}: $99, 
And, Epic Military Veterans: For veterans (like 
me who do not qualify for the Active/Retired mil-
itary pass above) and their dependents:  Adult 
(18+) and Child (5-17): $499.  This step is in 
honor of the service of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, U.S. Armed Forces, Canadian Armed 
Forces and Australian Defense Force during 
World War II.  All Military Epic Passes will re-
quire verification of service and relationship as a 
dependent.  Military personnel, including retir-
ees and veterans should also go to: https://
www.military.com/discounts/hit-the-ski-slopes-
with-military-discounts.html for information on all 
ski resorts that offer discounts to military per-
sonnel. 
 

Vail Resorts has also added additional resorts 
to the Full EPIC pass line-up for the 2018-19 
season.  These new resorts are only included 
on the EPIC (Full), EPIC 7 Day and EPIC 4 day 
passes (unless otherwise noted). These addi-
tional resorts are not included in the EPIC Lo-
cal, TAHOE Local or TAHOE Value passes:   
--Telluride Ski Resort has entered into a long-
term season pass alliance with Vail Resorts be-
ginning with the 2018-19 season. Telluride Sea-
son Pass holders with full winter benefits will 
receive 50% off daily lift tickets at all Vail resorts 
owned by Vail. Telluride will offer Full Epic Pass 
holders up to seven days of unrestricted access 
at the resort.  Effective with the end of the 2017-
18 season, Telluride will no longer be a member 
of the Mountain Collective. 
 
--Resorts of the Canadian Rockies (RCR) has 
entered into a new partnership with Vail Resorts 
effective with the 2018-19 season.  It adds the 
ñPowder Highwayò ski resorts of Fernie Alpine 
Resort and Kicking Horse Mountain, along 
with Kimberley Alpine Resort in British Colum-
bia; Nakiska in Alberta; and Mont Sainte Anne 
and Stoneham in Quebec to the Epic, Epic 7-
Day and  
Epic 4-Day Passes.  This new partnership in-
cludes seven days with no blackout dates (four 
days for the 4-Day Epic Pass) at these six Ca-
nadian ski resorts. 
--Crested Butte, Okemo Mountain, and Mount 
Sunapee have also joined the EPIC Pass be-
ginning with the 2018-19 winter season in a long

-term alliance.  EPIC Pass holders will receive 
seven unrestricted days of skiing and snow-
boarding at each of the three resorts with no 
blackout dates. 
EPIC 7-Day Pass holders can use any or all of 
their seven days and EPIC 4-Day Pass holders 
can use any or all of their four days of skiing 
and snowboarding with no blackout dates at the 
three resorts. 
 
The EPIC Pass also includes resorts in Switzer-
land, France, Austria, Japan, and Australia.  I 
did not include coverage of these resorts, be-
cause the ground rules for using the pass de-
pends not only on the country, but the resort as 
well. Go to the EPIC pass website for a com-
plete description of what is included in each EP-
IC Pass product.  
 
Tragedies Strike the Sierra Nevada in early 
March: Two March storms deposited badly 
needed snow on resorts in Northern and Central 
California, including resorts in the Lake Tahoe 
Basin.  But these storms did not come without 
severe avalanche conditions that existed 
throughout the Sierra Nevadas during this peri-
od and resulted in several tragedies.  A Rocklin 
(Placer County) male snowboarder at Squaw 
Valley-Alpine Meadows resort was found dead 
Friday, March 2, after disappearing in a blizzard 
on Thursday according to the county Sheriffôs 
Department.  A spokeswoman for Squaw Valley 
Alpine Meadows reported that his body was dis-
covered at 10:10 a.m. in the Squaw Creek area 
of the resort. The male snowboarder had been 
reported missing at 9 p.m. Thursday, the same 
day a major blizzard was sweeping thru the Si-
erra Nevada resort.  His last known location was 
registered at the Squaw Creek chairlift at Squaw 
Valley Ski Resort, after a late-afternoon season 
pass scan. 
 
Also, on Thursday, 3/1, a slide near the Olympic 
Lady chair at Squaw Valley buried 5 skiers/
riders who were quickly rescued thanks to the 
quick action of other skiers/riders who were 
nearby plus the ski patrol.   
 
In a backcountry incident, a skier was severely 
injured when he was caught in an avalanche 
while skiing in the Tahoe National Forest back-
country with 2 buddies, also on Thursday, 
March 1st.   Based on the reports, the three- 
 

BAC General Meeting 
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some had taken some precautions before pro-
ceeding.  Although his buddies quickly got to 
him and extricated him, he later died of his inju-
ries at the hospital. The report also indicates 
that the skier probably triggered a slide that en-
gulfed him.   
 
On Friday, 3/2, a 36-year old male snowboarder 
died Friday afternoon while snowboarding at Ski 
China Peak Mountain Resort.  The resort had 
reopened that Friday for the first time in weeks 
after being shut down due to a lack of snow.  
The man was snowboarding with friends around 
noon, away from prepared ski runs, when he fell 
head-first into about 5 feet of fresh snow and 
suffocated when he could not free himself, ac-
cording to China Peak's general manager. 
 
A San Francisco woman and her 7-year-old son 
died when they were buried by snow that slid off 
the roof of the condo they were staying while 
returning from skiing at the Kirkwood ski resort 
on Sunday, March 4th.  This incident was widely 
publicized in the San Francisco media.  The vic-
tims were returning to their condo from an alter-
nate trail; when they passed alongside their con-
do, it appears that something triggered the snow 
that had piled up on the roof to unload. Several 
hours later a neighbor noticed ski gloves lying 
on the snow near the slide and realized that the 
missing persons were lying under the snow that 
slid off the roof.  The two victims were found un-

conscious and were airlifted to Barton Memorial 
and Carson Tahoe hospitals.  Neither survived. 
 
My descriptions of those events were based on 
a variety of reports by the media, including piec-
ing together a combination of reports from differ-
ent media sources.  One incident that has not 
been resolved involved a skier at Bear Valley. 
From: ALPINE COUNTY, Calif. (KCRA): ð
òSearch and rescue crews are looking for a skier 
who disappeared after skiing at Bear Valley 
Mountain Resort in Alpine County.--His wife 
called the Alpine County Sheriff's Office about 
11 p.m. Wednesday (March 14th) to report that 
her husband-- hadn't returned to their cabin in 
Arnold after a day of skiing at Bear Valley---- 
.  Alpine County sheriff's officials found his car 
soon after at the Bear Valley Parking lot, but he 
was nowhere to be found.ò  There was a large 
contingent of searchers, including helicopter 
support scouring the resort for him, but were ini-
tially hampered by stormy whiteout conditions 
that persisted for several days after the incident 
was reported.  Now, nearly 2 İ weeks after his 
disappearance, there is still no sign of him and 
no recent posts. To be continued-- 
 
If there is anything you would like me to cover, 
drop me a line.  Until next time, enjoy your day. 
 
Your Industry Liaison, 
 
Norm Glickman 

BAC General Meeting 
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR NIKKI RUBIO **  MAN OF THE YEAR BRIAN BURGESS 

      NIKKI RUBIO 

  Nikki is a member of Rusty Bindings, and an advanced intermediate skier and racer.  She has been involved with 
her club and racing for the past 12 years.  Nikki served as Vice President for two years, 2016-2018.  She also 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ tŀǊǘȅ όǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
100 attendees) and the Spring Banquet (a dinner with racer awards, dancing to a live band, and introduction of 
the new club Board of Directors).  
  Nikki has been a member of the BAC race team for the Council Challenge races at multiple FWSA Ski Weeks and 
organized the BAC race team at Banff.  She has been a FWRA Pacesetter for the past two years and a participant 
and racer at Beaver Creek, Whistler, Telluride, Breckenridge, and Banff.  
 

 

          BRIAN BURGESS 

  Brian is a member of Inskiers, an advanced skier and racer, and has been enjoying alpine skiing for 20 years.  
Brian has served as Inskiers Singles League rep and Inskiers club president.  In that role, he promoted the club 
cabin to other Singles League clubs to make money on the usually club-subsidized cabin, among other 
achievements.  Brian was immediate past president from 2013 to 2016, and chaired the annual Inskiers election 
committee.  Brian hosts club parties at his home and supports the social team and skiing and racing at North 
Lake Tahoe resorts. 
  .Ǌƛŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ .!/ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ƎŀƳŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ C²{!Ωǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ C²{!Ωǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ǎǇŜƴΣ .ŜŀǾŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ¢ŜƭƭǳǊƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŎƪŜƴǊƛŘƎŜΦ    
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  Link to www.AbilityChallenge.net 

Join us for our Ability Challenge , a campaign to raise 

awareness and funds for our year-round outdoor 

recreation programs for children and adults with physical, 

sensory and intellectual disabilities. Our goal is to raise 

$200,000! The event culminates in a fun day of challenges 

and games at Alpine Meadows  on April 7, 2018.   

  

Participating in the Ability Challenge is a fun way to get 

involved and help serve others. Itôs easy to participate. 

Create an online fundraising page and send it out to your 

network asking for donations. Thatôs it. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      For Additional Information 
         Contact: Jane Wyckoff 
         janewyckoff1@cox.net 
         949.933.9607  

 
 

Reno Welcomes the Far West Ski Associationôs 86
th 
Annual Convention 

Local Community Invited to Attend  
 

Reno, NV (Mar 18) - The Far West Ski Association (FWSA) invites all snowsports enthusiasts to at-
tend its 86th Annual Convention, to be conducted at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa, June 7-10. Activities 
open to the public during the event include a Friday evening Welcome Party, Silent Auction and Trade 
Show, a Saturday Program and Awards Banquet. 

 
The Far West Ski Association is a volunteer, non-profit organization representing 150 affiliated ski 

clubs located throughout nine regional councils in 12 western states.  Delegates will convene at the Conven-
tion to discuss programs in public affairs, skier safety, ski heritage, athletic scholarships, racing, communica-
tions, travel, council development, ski industry and community outreach.  The event is hosted by the Sierra 
League & Council and Bay Area Snow Sports Council. 

 
On Friday, June 8, Silent Auction attendees can bid on more than $85,000 in ski and travel packag-

es. The event is open to the public and there is no cost for admittance.  A Welcome Party will begin at 6:30 
pm, with a hosted drink   A portion of the proceeds from the Silent Auction will benefit a local non-profit com-
munity organization. 

 
On Saturday, June 9, a Day Program is available, from 8:30 am until 4:00 pm. For the special price 

of $50, you can attend the Travel Expo with snowsports industry representatives, luncheon, Keynote Speak-
er presentation, the FWSA Snowsports Leadership Academy, Public Affairs Panel and Far West Racing As-
sociation sessions. 

 
The Snowsports Leadership Academy sessions will feature topics related to making your non- profit 

passion a successful reality, succession planning, and maximizing travel opportunities for members with 
special needs. The Public Affairs Panel will consist of special celebrity guests and representatives from the 
U.S. Forest Service discussing current issues relating to public land development, ski history, ski safety and 
snowsport legislation.  Special guests to date include: Dave Ludwig, Founder of Hope on the Slopes; Billy 
Kidd, Olympic Medalist; and.Wayne Wong, Freestyle Skier.  

 
The Saturday Evening Awards Banquet will recognize outstanding volunteers and industry members.  

Recipients of this yearôs Snowsports Builder Awards will be announced in April.  Banquet Awards tickets are 
available for sale. 

 
FWSA is pleased to announce current sponsors of the event include: Aspen/Snowmass, Big White 

Ski Resort, BikeTours.com, Brian Head Resort, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, Karbon, Nancy Greenôs Ca-
hilty Hotel & Suites, Reno Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority, Sports America Tours, Steamboat Ski 
& Resort Corporation, Telluride, The Firebrand Hotel, The Lodge at Whitefish Lake, and Whitefish Mountain 
Resort.  

 
Additional information about all the programs to be conducted at the 86th Annual Far West Ski Asso-

ciation Convention and registration information is available on www.fwsa.org. 
 
(Pictures are available upon request.) 

mailto:janewyckoff1@cox.net
http://www.fwsa.org
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